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37 Harvard Drive 
Hartsdale, N.Y. 
February 11 , 1969 


Mr. Harold Weisberg 
Route 7 

Frederick, Md. 

Dear Harold: 

Perhaps by the time you receive this I will have seen you in New Orleans. 

I will be there on Feb. 4 through 7. Hopefully, Jim's opening statement 
to the jury will take place while I'm there. 

In response to your Jan. 22 letter, I believe I am remaining totally 
objective with respect to the three tramps. If someone comes up with 
their names and current addresses and I see they are, or were, 
really tramps, I'm willing to reach that conclusion. 

On the other hand, I'm sure they were arrested near the base of Bower's 
tower from his testimony. From Harkness' testimony I believe the 
train was in the yards on the north side of the overpass and began to 
move out. Harkness says that's essentially what Sawyer said and 
don't forget this was almost an hour after the shots were fired. 

The train was not just passing through. Sawyer sent Harkness back 
there because he recognized that box cars which had been in the RR 
yards might contain something interesting. 

Certainly, Harold, you must admit that if those three men are indeed 
Edgar Eugene Bradley, Fred Lee Crisman, and Skinny Ralph Slachter, 
it would have been a mighty strange coincidence to have had them "passing 
through" on a train. What's wrong with the first point of finding out 
who they are and then proving they might have been involved. If they 
are tramps, okay give up. If they are Bradley, Crisman, and Slachter, 

I don't think I'll have to prove that they could have fired a shot, or prove 
whether the train was passing through standing still or backing up, or 
prove where they were arrested. Their presence in the Plaza would 
speak for itself. 

If you want to know how we can prove who they were, it's by fingerprints. 

If they were booked, they may have been printed. That's why I wanted 
your friend in Dallas to get to the booking cop and/or the booking records. 

I don't intend to contact Larry Bensky regarding Farewell America. I had 
suggested that you contact him directly at Ramparts. I don't see how it could 
cause a mistrial, but then you may know something I don't. 

Regards, 
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